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Grit and timely aid pay off

T he determination to achieve
and the timely help from o
banking institution and a
non-governmental arganisation
helped Sri Mahalakshmi self-help
group, Perivar Magar, Kancheepu-
ram, notch up a gEood beginning in
* the bakery industry.

Formed in January 2001 with 12
women, the group started making
masala powders, pickles and other
homemade food products and sald
them locally, Their performance
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and commitment to repay loan has
prompted Indian Bank, Theradi
Bramnch, to help the group in identi-
fying an NGO, which could help the
group streamline their activities
and establish themselves as a suc-
cessful organisation.

NGO roped in

The: bank officials roped in Hand-
in-Hand for nurturing the skills of
the SHG members. Subsequently,
the group was trained in making

bakery products,

Six members were sent to Mad-
urai for a three-day training at India
Food Company (engaged in supply
of bakery machines) in Movember
2004, They were also taken to some
bakery unils run successiully by
SHGs at Panruti in Cuaddalore
district.

After the trmining, the group set
up a bakery unit at Periyar Nagar,
taking a term loan of Hs. 2.30 lakh
(Hs.2 lakh for buying machinery and
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Re.30, 000 as working capital) and
started making buns, Here again,
Hand-in-Hand came to the awd of
the SHOGG, 11.|.=|]:-i ng il procure r_’l'ﬂil}'
supply orders from a garment ex-
port company.

From March 2005, the group
started supplnng 1,200 pieces of
buns daily to Intimate Fashion
Company. The NGO took care of the
trunsport of buns packed in paper
COVETS.

“We owe a debt of gratitude to

Indian Bank for extending financial
help and Hand-in-Hand for provid-
ing transport facility free of cost to
help ws make a good beginning™
SAYE Sheeln :"di.l.l'l‘l":\-i'l. whi was in
strumental in the formation of the
5HG. The group received the Best
SHG Award from Prezident AP-
JAbdul Kalam at the Centenary
Calebrations of Indian Bank held in
Chennal recently.
V. VENKATASUBRAMAMIAMN
in Kanchespuram



